Is there an alternative to alpha-interferon in chronic hepatitis B?
At present immune-based therapies are not an alternative to alpha-interferon in the treatment of chronic hepatitis B. Patients who do not respond to alpha-interferon should probably be followed without re-treatment. Re-treatment using a short course of prednisone before alpha-interferon deserves further study. Future investigation of immune-based therapies should be done in the context of available antiviral therapies. Alternatives need to be propounded and tested, especially alternatives that cause us to question assumptions and to rethink our current beliefs about chronic HBV immunopathogenesis.